
                           
Public speaking arrangements - other authorities

Council Duration Number of speakers Policy where more 
than allocated no. of 
speakers

Deadline to 
submit a request 
to speak

Circulation of 
presentational 
aids at the 
meeting

Presentations 
outside the 
formal 
committee 
meeting.

Running Order

East 
Sussex 
County 
Council

3 mins Six - 3 for and 3 against 
including applicant or 
their agent. 

If speakers can't agree 
between themselves 
then the Chair will 
decide who may speak

By 12 noon three 
working days 
before the 
meeting

No No 1.Objectors 
2. Supporters 

Kent 
County 
Council

5 mins Four/Five – Usually 
objectors (x2), Parish 
Councillor, local county 
councillor and the 
applicant or their agent. 

As above. Members of 
the public can ask to 
speak if they feel that 
something is either 
missing from the 
report or has been 
insufficiently 
stressed.   

By 12 noon two 
working days 
before the 
meeting

No No 1.Parish Cllr
2. Supporter or
Objector 
3. Applicant
4. Local County 
Cllr

Cheshire 
West and 
Chester 
Council 

3 mins Four – 1 for and 1 
against, plus the ward 
councillor and the 
applicant. For major 
applications further 
speakers may be allowed 
at the discretion of the 
Chair.

Speakers to agree 
between themselves

By 12 noon on 
the day preceding 
the committee 
meeting

No No 1.Objectors 
2. Supporters 
3. Parish/town 
council
4. Applicant



Council Duration Number of Speakers Policy where more 
than allocated no. of 
speakers

Deadline to 
submit a request 
to speak 

Circulation of 
presentational 
aids at the 
meeting 

Presentations 
outside the 
formal 
committee 
meeting

Running Order

Suffolk 
County 
Council

5 mins Five – 1 for and 1 against, 
plus the ward councillor, 
County Councillor and 
the applicant. In 
exceptional 
circumstances the Chair 
may allow more

If more than one 
speaker in any 
category then 
speakers to agree 
between themselves 
who will speak or 
agree to share the 5 
minutes. 

In writing, no 
later than 12 
noon on the day 
before the 
meeting.

On occasion – 
This is subject 
to the 
agreement of 
the Chair

No 1. Objector 
2. Supporter
3. Parish Cllr
4. Applicant
5. County Cllr

Essex 
County 
Council

3 mins Five - 1 for and 1 against 
plus the Borough or 
Parish Cllr, applicant and 
local County Councillor.
May be extended at 
discretion of the Chair for 
major applications

First come, first served 
basis.

By 5pm two 
working days 
before the 
meeting

Not on the  
day of the 
committee 
meeting

No 1.Borough or 
Parish Councillor
2.Objector 
3. Applicant  
4. Supporter
5. County Cllr

Cumbria 
County 
Council

5 mins No limit (at the 
discretion of the Chair).

No limit on the 
number of speakers 
but like minded 
speakers encouraged 
to share the 5 minutes  

Three working 
days before the 
meeting

Not known No 1. Public 
2. Applicant

West 
Sussex 
County 
Council

5 mins Six- 3 in support and 3 
against

Speakers to agree 
between themselves 
who will speak.

Two working days 
before committee

Deadline to 
submit a request 

Not on the day 
of the meeting

Circulation of 

No

Presentations 

1. Against
2. For
3. Local Member



Council Duration Number of speakers Policy where more 
than allocated no. of  
speakers 

to speak presentational 
aids at the 
meeting

outside the 
formal 

committee 
meeting

Running Order

Notting-
hamshire
County 
Council

3 mins 

Major 
apps
10 mins

Nine – 3 in support – 3 
against plus parish/ 
district councillor and 
MP. 
For major applications, 6  
x 10 min slots (3 for, 3 
against)

First come , first 
served basis

2 clear working 
days.  For major 
apps – Requests 
for 10 min slots to 
be agreed in 
advance by Chair 
of Committee

Not at the 
meeting. 
Visual aids 
permitted for 
10 minute 
slots

No 1.Objectors
2. Supporters
3. Local Member

Gloucest
ershire 
County 
Council

4 mins Ten - 5 in support and 5 
against.

Silent 1 clear working 
day prior to 
meeting

No No 1. objectors
2. supporters
3. Applicant
4. Councillors 

Warwick
shire 
County 
Council

3 mins Six – 3 in support and 3 
against plus local County 
and local parish/district 
councillors.

First come, first served 
basis. If more speakers 
than slots then 
encouraged to share. 
If speakers can't agree 
between themselves 
then the Chair will 
decide who may speak

3 working days 
prior to meeting

No On rare       
occasions  

1. County Cllr
2. Other Cllrs
3. objectors
4. supporters
5. applicant

Cornwall 
Council

3 mins Minor applications  - 
Three - 1 for and 1 
against plus the Ward 
Councillor
Major applications – six  
- 2 in each category

First come, first served 
basis.

By 12 noon two 
working days 
before the 
meeting 

No No 1.Objectors 
2. Supporters 
3. Applicant




